After the American Bevalution, the mines came
under the condral af Moses Austin, father of
Stephen Austin, the future “Father of Texas.” In an
histonc case of hke father, ke a6 Austinglle
was named afier the elder Austin, and Austin
Teaxas, was named aler the son,

Dwring the Cral War, the mnes, then known

as the Wythe Union Lead Mine Company,

werg the chigl domestic suppler of lead to the
Confederacy. The company narme dedn1 protect it
from Nonhern raids, and it was atlacked twce by

Union troops

A New OPPORTUNITY

Mew Fincer Trail State Park 15 a 57-mile linear park,
fallowing a farmer Morfolk and Western railroad
ling. The park stretches from Galax 1o Fries 1o
Fulask and parallats the banks of the Naw Bivar
far 39 miles, Foster Falls is & major recreaban
area for the park and provides bodh trail and nver
ACCRSSE,

With the recent acquisifion af the nearby Higloric
Foster Falts Village anciher area of historic
significance will be praserved for future gen-
Sralicans io ey {Jal-ng biack 10 the mid 1o lale
1800s, Foster Falls Yillage features & rallroad
chapal, Batal, saw'gnst mill, iron furnace, and
MUMEeTdUs assoacialesd bull{ilﬂgc- Irv irs I'|E=!,r-;‘j‘;|'!.l
the village was inhabdled by mare tham 100
farmilies and was a buslling mining and railroad
COMMmganiy Plann:ng g ;,Jl'll':hjrw._'r!.l 10 presandd and
protect the area as part of the Mew River Trail
Siate Park

For informabon and schadiues, call or wnbs
Supanniendam
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{540 BE9-ETTE
Bl G5EL 17T

Tha Diapartmen] ol Conservabian and Becreahan offers Saurs of
the Shot Tower Siraugn cut e sUMmaT saason, Confac aw
RAivar Trail S1ama Fark for the exact hows of oo ralorn
Pokmickng faolilies, redt rooms and water fourkans ans
rvainbie al the park

K -

I'haa Shl Towvear i Kecama just o IS Ri. 52, nair
walisid (el R ieedre st 1 hl-'.h Aty o Wiyt
Cowrtly The park can be reached wia 177 fom the Poolar
Camp imdarchangn, 834 Trawed approcimaiely 1.5 miles
weiEl an U5, FL 52 16 (e paik sl pce

Foar inAarmanicn ahioul ofmar Vinginea Stale Parks call
o b
Depariment of Consareatian and Bacraahon
203 Govarnoe 53, Suige 213
Hichmsand VA 232108
By TRE:- 1712

PmD e Slale. v u s - der

James 5 Gidmora, U G oeerrear
i Py Woodlesy Jr,

Secrotary of Nadural Resoumes
Pavdd G, Baokiey inacior
Depatmer of Corservabon and Aesealian
Jop £ Stale Parks Deectar
Departman] of Congemahon and Fecs salail

<=DCR

Department of Conservation & Recreation
CONEERY NG VIRCINIA S MATUE AL AMND RECREATIOMA L RESOLIRCES

' SHOT TOWER

STATE




History AND CONSTRUCTION

Lacal miner and business owner Thomas Jackson took about seven years to
build the Shot Tower, which was completed around 1807. Here shat of
varnng size would be molded, sorted and shippad down river where i

wiuld be soid to hunters, fradars and mearchants.

Standing 75 feet high, the tower looks more like a fortress than a faciory. The
stonas for the 2 ' feet thick walls weare quarried from a limestone deposit
abaul a mile away. Twenty leel squara ai the basa, a lowear shaft from fthe
fower lloor drops 75 feed ta the niver laveal,

A rasforad inferior winding wooden staircase leads to the towear's bop room,
where there was a large kattle heated by a fumace, The lead was melted and
than poured through differant sized sievas, producing shot of varying sizes.
Historians balieve that aithar slave labor or a pulley system was used to
move the lead to the top of the sfairs.

The hot lead fell 150 feet io a large kettie of waler at the bottom. The kong fall
was thouwght necessarny to propery mold the round shat and the kettle of
waler served as a cushion. The kettle was reached through an access tunnel
near the river, which provided a constant supply of water for the ketile. The
cooled shot would then be sorfed and put an the market

The thick stone walls of the Shot Tower provided suppor and
insurad a constant interior temperature so that the shot
wouldn't cool foo quickly duning its long drop

The Shot Tower fell info disuse in the mid-1800s, but e
was reapened briefly during the Civil War - &
to supply ammunition to the Confederacy o

&

The tower, donated o the Commonwealih of Virginia by the
Lead Mines Ruritan Club, was opened ta the public >
I 1968 after extensive rencvations. 1 s one of only threa ;1-.:;_

in the United States and may be the only one of is Foa
particular design m the aniire world. - :
The Amencan Sociaty of Mechanical Engineers 2
dasignated tha Shotl Towar a o
Matianal Historic Mechanical Access I_:

Enginaering Landmark in 1981, tunnel
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THOMAS JACKSON
1762-1824

Thormas Jackson was borm near Appleby, England,
an Mav. 8, 1762, and emigralad o Virgiria in about
1785. An expenancad minegr, Jackson aveniually
became a co-owner of the lead mines in nearby
Austnvilla.

Jackson had several legal disputes with mine co-
ownar David Pierca. and i is balieved that Jackson
built the Shol Tower at this sita 1o astablish soka
awnarship.

The sile also has several other benefils. The steep
bBlut made digging the access tunnel easiar and
allowed for walk-in accass. The Maw River also
served as a praclical source of transportation, and
the praximity of the ferry made the sile an ideal
lacatian for commernca

Thomas Jackson also was a skilled mechanic, a
successiul farmer, and the owner of the main pubdlic
ferry awver the Mew River. He operaled the Shod
Tower until his death in 1824, Today it stands as 8
monumeant to Jackson’s enferprise and to the
industry of & growing new nation.

AUSTINVILLE
Lrap MiINES

Mining of lead began shortly after discovery of the
metal in the area by Cal. John Chisweldl in 1757
Caniel Boone, Gan. Andrew Lawis and ather famaus
colonial explorers were known o have stopped af
the “Lead Mines,” as Austinvilie was then called

In 1775, tha Fincastle Resolutions wera drawn up at
Lead Mines. The resolutions, canfaining a list of
grievances against the British goveammant and
proclaiming the wilingness of the signatories io die
for thair ibarty, are considered a historcal foremunner
of the Declaration of Independence



